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Catanduanes State University, through the Gender and Development Services (GAD), actively engaged in the 
observance of the 18-Day Campaign to end violence against women which commenced on October 25, 2022. 

Anchored on Republic Act 9262, the campaign’s series of events kicked off via Eucharistic mass celebration at the Risen 
Christ Chapel, followed by a “Vow for VAW-Free community advocacy parade accompanied by the Drum and Lyre Corp of 
Calatagan Elementary School, Calatagan High School, and Cavinitan Elementary School, and the ROTC of CatSU.  

An opening program was held at the Main lobby of the administration building led by Dr. Maria Edna R. Inigo, Vice 
President for Administration and Finance, and Dr. Lily P. Custodio, Vice President for Academic Affairs and the Officer-in-charge 
of CatSU. Also in attendance were the heads of different units, student-leaders and employees.
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CatSU PPTA attends the Training of 
Trainers on the Formulation of the 
Enhanced Local Climate Change Action 
Plan (eLCCAP)

CatSU joins the observance of the 18-Day 
Campaign to end violence against women

Continuation on page 4

Continuation on page 3 Continuation on page 4

Parallel to his mission of establishing the Catanduanes 
State University as the National University for Disaster 
Response and Climate Change, CatSU President Dr. Patrick 
Alain T. Azanza attended the Training of Trainers on the 
formulation of Enhanced Local Climate Change Action Plan

In his recent travel on official business, through the 
invitation of CHED Chairman Dr. J. Prospero De Vera 
III, CatSU President Dr. Patrick Alain T. Azanza visited 
Hong Kong University (HKU) and participated in the 
preliminary talks for possible academic partnership and 
benchmarking activities. 

Pres. Azanza visits Hong Kong 
University for academic partnership, 
benchmarking activities

by Caroline I. Vecilles

by Caroline I. Vecillesby Caroline I. Vecilles
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CatSU COEd students, 
faculty join virtual 
summer course program 

CatSU Library Services participates in the 88th National Book Week Celebration

Basa. Bayan.
Bukas. ”“

Four (4) students and one faculty 
of the Catanduanes State University, 
College of Education participated 
in this year’s Local Culture Scientific & 
Technology Online Short Program 2022 
(LOCUST) of the Sultan Agung Islamic 
University (UNISSULA) via Zoom Platform 
last November 21 to 25, 2022.

The delegates are composed of 
Joana Rose B. Toledo, Kharlos Miguel 
T.  Bautista, Khirr Jonasen T. Talan, and 
Kristine Joy P. Trinidad for student-
participants and Dr. Jose Z. Tria, the 
Director for Research and Development 
Services, for faculty-participant. 

There were a total number of 16 
online meetings completed by the 
participants from which they received 
E-certificate and One Credit Transcript, 
as well as the opportunity of networking 
with students from other countries.

The other faculty-supervisors who 
assisted the student-delegates from 
CatSU are Prof. Emlyn M. Lanon and Ms. 
Ena Marie M. Sarmiento. This program 

In relation with the National Book Week Celebration, CatSU 
Library Services headed by its Supervisor, Ms. Jena T. Perez, 
prepared a series of contest which aimed to encourage and 
instill interest among the students the value of reading good 
books. 

In her opening message. Ms. Perez emphasized that the 
event seeks to inculcate among the students that the library is 
an invaluable asset to achieve one’s aspirations. 

The week-long celebration with the theme “Basa. Bayan. 
Bukas.”  included events such as the Magazine/Book Face 
Contest and Photo Essay Contest; Special awards like Top 
Library Book Borrower, Early Bird user, Film Showing at the Little 
Theater, and the Library Amnesty Program. A book display 
at the Lobby featured the newly-acquired books, as well as 
those authored by notable Catandunganons including Pablo 
Tariman, Allan Popa, Emmanuel Barrameda, Dr. Lily P. Custodio, 
and former Sen. Kit Tatad. 

Atty. Gregorio M. Sarmiento, the Chief Administrative Office 

horizon about the use of technology 
in local culture, especially batik. The 
program is free and participants 
were given a chance to collaborate 
with students from different countries 
with various cultural backgrounds, to 
eventually open bigger opportunities in 
local culture industries.

has been made possible through the 
initiatives of the Office of CIRCPDS 
Director, Ms. Zyra Mae T. Tumala and 
in coordination of the College of 
Education Dean, Dr. Maria Sheila R. 
Gregorio. 

UNISSULA is an international partner-
institution of CatSU and the LOCUST 
Program 2022 is intended to give 
opportunities for students to open their 

for Administration shared his inspirational message followed 
by the awarding of winners for the different activities. 

Ms. Tetchie M. Mimay also gave her closing remarks in 
the culminating day of the 88th National Book Week. She 
thanked the students who participated in the event and her 
colleagues under the Library Services for their cooperation 
and help.

This year’s National Book Week was celebrated from 
November 21-25 and is annually done by virtue of 
Proclamation No. 109 signed on Nov. 19, 1936 by then-
President Manuel L. Quezon.

by Caroline I. Vecilles

by Caroline I. Vecilles
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CatSU Youth Leaders attend the 9th Philippines I Transform! Young 
Leaders Convention

The youth leaders of the Catanduanes State 
University (CatSU) led by Federated College Student 
Council (FCSC) President and Student Regent, Angelo 
Piolo M. Laynes, together with the student leaders of 
the recognized Student Body Organizations (SBO) 
attended the 9th Philippines I Transform! Young Leaders 
Convention at Teacher’s Camp in Baguio City on 
October 6-11, 2022. 

Along with the student-leaders is Prof. John Cyrus 
B. Francis, the acting FCSC adviser and Director of 
Student Support Services, who was also invited as 
Staffer of the Staffership Academy of Youth Leadership 
and was also confirmed as Regent Staffer II Adult 
Prefect. 

The annual gathering comes with the theme: 
A Decade of Action: Leading Amid Covid and the 
Better Normal. The primary goal is to influence and 
empower the youth and adult leaders to think, work, 
and act together to make them active stakeholders in 
the advocacy and localization of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

For this year, the convention centered on the 
impact of the pandemic in the attainment of the 
SDGs. It also presented opportunities as well as the 
significant ways on how the nation can build and 
become better with the active engagement of the 
youth in leading their communities toward the better 
normal. 

A Testimonial of Appreciation was also presented 
to Catanduanes State University for the invaluable 
support that led to the success of the Ninth Philippines 
I Transform! Young Leaders Convention and for the 
commitment to the push for genuine community 
transformation through the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 

Youth Lead Philippines (YLP) is a non-profit, 
non-stock, and non-partisan national organization 
duly registered with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission and Bureau of Internal Revenue, that is 
one of the founding members of the United Nation’s 
sustainable development solutions network youth in 
the country.

by Caroline I. Vecilles

by Caroline I. Vecilles

CatSU-CEA reaps 
new civil engineers in 
November 2022 board 
exams 

The Catanduanes State University, 
College of Engineering and Architecture 
produced 68 passers out of 140 takers 
in the Civil Licensure Examination given 
by the Board of Civil Engineering of the 
Professional Regulation Commission on 
November 2022.

CatSU has 48.57% total passing rate 
while the nationwide passing rate came 
up to 39.34% with 8,029 passers out of 
20,407 test takers. 

Here are the newly-licensed Civil 
Engineers:

1) ANTONIO, Janno C.
2) ANTONIO, Ginalyn S.
3) ARCILLA, Alec Sidney P. 
4) ARCILLA, Ida Gwyneth V.
5) ARCILLA, Kathleen Clair T.
6) ARIATE, Reuel Xyril T.
7) BERNARDO, Vincent F.
8. BORJA, Catherine O.

Exploring the Hong Kong University 
(HKU) Metaversity Campus, Dr. Azanza 
said that we need to shift in order to 
catch up with the rest of the world. 
He mentioned that even the medical 
courses have already been included by 
the HKU for the great shift.  

HKU, which was founded in 1910, is 
rated by Quacquarelli Symonds as No. 
22 in the whole world and No. 3 in Asia. 

Dr. Azanza believes that this is a good 
Asian basis for university benchmarking.

In his facebook page, Dr. Azanza 
shared that like the University of the 
Philippines (UP), HKU is a government-
funded university and offers Law, 
Medicine, Education, Business, 
Agriculture, Marine Science, Arts, Social 
Sciences.

  “CatSU and UP have a lot to 
learn from (and share with) HKU in terms 
of improving its curricular offerings, 
teaching and learning methodologies, 
research and international linkages”, Dr. 
Azanza said. 

Continuation on page 4

Pres. Azanza visits Hong Kong...     from page 1
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9) BONIFACIO, Sean Dale E.

10) BRIZA, Marl Angelo B.

11) BUENDIA, Jhann V.

12) BUENDIA, Marino II A.

13) BURCE, Eric Jade B.

14) CAJUDAY, Raymart D.

15) CANTALEJO, Catherine Jones G.

16) DE JESUS, Judy Ann A.

17) EMPEÑO, Rex G.

18) FLORALDE, Renderizzah A.

19) GARCIA, Erwin J.

20) GRANADA, Jojay Jr. C.

21) GURROBAT, Gerald James M.

22) HILA, Camil Angelica T.

23) JACOB, Albert B.

24) JAVIL, Rene Jr. V.

25) LANON, Dhenelyn Mae B.

26) LOPEZ, Ellen Joy V.

27) LUMBAO, Abygail P.

28) LUMBAO, Earl G.

29) MANLAGÑIT, Elijorge B.

30) MANOGUID, Novea B.

31) MASCULINO, Daniel Rey H.

32) MATIENZO, Angel May S.

33) MENDOZA, Janella I.

34) MOLINA, Kristine Razaell C.

35) MONTERO, John Carlo R.

36) MORALES, Robert Eleazar T.

37) PANTI, Harriet Rose T.

38) PANTI, Roxaine Joy T.

39) POSADA, Riza S.

40) RODRIGUEZ, Alvin V.

41) RODRIGUEZ, Lalaine T.

42) SANCHEZ, Leonard II L.

43) SANCHEZ, Rachel R.

44) SANTOS, Ver-David G.

45) SANTOS, Joel Jr. D.

46) SANTELICES, Niño Joshua C.

47) SO, John Michael T.

48) SUBION, Aila Margarette C.

49) SUMULAT, Lea Mae T.

50) TALLER, John Paolo P.

51) TANTEO, Kerby P.

52) TAOPO, John Dexter D.

53) TARDECILLA, Henry Jr. T.

54) TAROY, Mae R.

55) TEMPLONUEVO, Abel P.

56) TAYAM, Frank Julius Ceasar T.

57) TEMPLONUEVO, Nathaniel B.

58) TOLENTINO, Paul Bryan B.

59) TORRESTRE, James P.

60) TURREDA Nardine Rose C.

61) TUBALINAL, Wenly F.

62) TUSI, VANNIE LOU R. 

63) USERO, Florence Martha C.

64) VALEZA, Andrew Cesar P.

65) VARGAS, Diana Rose A.

66) VARGAS, Kim S.

67) VILLANUEVA, Mark Paul C.

68) VASOL, John Christian B.

newly-licensed...       from page 3 eLCCAP...       from page 1

violence against women...       from page 1

(eCLCCAP), on November 21-25, 2022 at the Ace Hotel and Suites, Pasig City. 
The training conference was a collaborative program through the office of the 

Philippine Climate Change Commission, in partnership with the Department of 
Interior and Local Government.

The five (5) days training schedule include sessions on Coaching Techniques 
for effective facilitation and Active Learning, Climate Change 101 & Top 10 
Climate-induced Risks in PH, Situating LCCAP in CDP, Stakeholders Participation, 
Climate Change Projections and other Climate Change Information, Organizing 
Climate Change and Hazard Information, Scoping Potential Impacts of Climate 
Change & Hazards, Developing the Exposure Database, Climate and Disaster Risk 
Management, Discussion and Workshop on the emissions of different sectors such 
as Energy and Transport, Agriculture, Forestry, Waste, and Industry, and a lot more. 

Preliminaries and Recap also include Planning, Prioritizing, Budgeting, 
Monitoring, Evaluating, Adjusting, and Modifying, and lastly the Climate Change 
Expenditure tagging. In closing, the People’s Survival Fund and Ways Forward were 
also tackled. 

It can be recalled that Dr. Azanza encouraged the CatSU community to work 
with him in pushing for the plans of making the institution a national university for 
Disaster Management and Climate Change, just like the Batangas State University 
that is a National University of Engineering programs in his message during the 
celebration of the 10th Charter University Anniversary of CatSU. 

“Let’s claim it because there is no other university in the Philippines nor in the 
whole world that can compete with CatSU. Based on our culture, when a disaster 
strikes we are very much prepared; we are, as people, resilient to all types of 
disasters, the Mayon Volcano eruption affecting us, earthquakes, potential troubles 
with tsunami and the typhoons that may come every so often in the island,” Dr. 
Azanza said.  

“This training by the eLCCAP is indeed very timely as right now we are again 
planting a new seed, so the dream of becoming a university is something that has 
been there planned by our forebears, now it is our turn for the next generation, for 
the future of becoming a national university for Disaster Response and Climate 
Change, and that would greatly help in our efforts of putting CatSU in the world 
map” he added.

Adding highlights and meaning to the event were the active participation of 
the barangay officials of Calatagan Proper led by Hon. Antonio Reyes, Calatagan 
Tibang led by Epifanio Linan, and Cavinitan with Hon. Matthea T. Bautista. CatSU 
are always in constant collaboration in these three barangays and its officials 
especially in conducting GAD events. 

During the program, Prof. Melinda V. Abichuela, GAD Officer-in-charge, 
presented the events prepared by their office for the 18-day campaign to end 
VAW. 

Some of the activities include the 20-year Philippine VAW-Gains Quiz Bee, 
Painting Contest, Bicol Song Writing Contest, VAW-Free Photography Contest, 
Slogan and Poster Making Contest, which were made open to all bona fide CatSU 
Students, from both the Main and Panganiban Campuses. 

The CatSU Central Women’s Circle on another note, led the “Safe-Ca” 
Podcast Launching. In addition, a compilation of video messages from different 
personalities representing the women sector expressed their support for a safer 
environment in Catanduanes, hence the hashtag VAW-Free Catanduanes. 

A conference dubbed as “Bridging the Silence on Gender Violence was also 
conducted on December 5, 2022 at the Accreditation. (See separate story on 
page_) 

The 18-Day Campaign to End Violence against Women is observed in the 
Philippines every year from November 25 to December 12. The United Nations 
(UN) has defined violence against women (V.A.W.) as “any act of gender-
based violence that results in, or likely to result in, physical, sexual, or mental 
harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary 
deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life.” It’s considered one 
of the Philippines’ perennial social problems, which is why then-President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo signed Proclamation 1172, extending it to 18 days in 2006.

United for a VAW-Free 
Philippines

”
“
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by Francis John B. Templonuevo

An employee of the university was chosen as one of the five (5) youth leaders in Catanduanes to attend 
the Bicolano Young Leaders Congress (BYLC) at Calabanga, Camarines Sur on December 16-18, 2022. 

Mhar Ariz Marino of the College of Science will be joined by Gian Christian Tejerero, a criminology student 
from the Christian Polytechnic Institute of Catanduanes (CPIC). The other three student leaders are Ian 
Adrias, Ma. Nicole Trinidad, and Brecy Lee Trinidad of Pandan Schools of Arts and Trade (PSAT).   

“The BYLC will be an exciting opportunity to meet other youth leaders in the Bicol Region and collaborate 
to meaningful projects in the near future. I am hoping that our participation in BYLC will convince the 
organizers to conduct the BYLC 2024 here in our island province,” Marino said. 

As posted in their social media page, the BYLC as a youth leadership development opportunity aims to 
create a network of young active citizens in Bicol Region and foster collaborative governance and collective 
actions in addressing key issues in relation to social inclusion and equity, economic empowerment, and 
environmental sustainability.

With the theme, “Leading Beyond, Fighting Our Greater Purpose,” the BYLC will gather 36 outstanding 
Bicolano Young Leaders from the six provinces of Bicol Region. The event is spearheaded by three 
collaborative organizations – YSEALI Bicol Hub, JCI Naguena, and AYLA BU with the support from the US 
Embassy of the Philippines and the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative. 

-Mhar Ariz Marino ”

“

The Catanduanes State University has 
announced its admission application for 
school year 2023-2024, and the University 
Guidance Counseling and Testing 
Office has released its College Entrance 
Assessment 2023 Schedule. 

This signaled that the Acceptance of 
College Entrance Assessment Application 
has started since November 21, 2022 until to 
June 17, 2023.

College Entrance Assessment 2023 
Requirements; Accomplished CatSU 
College Entrance Assessment Application 
(CEAA) Form, with passport size (3.5cm 
x4.5cm) picture, Accomplished Individual 
Student Profile Form with passport size 
(3.5cm x4.5cm) picture, Grade 12 First 
Semester (Form 137), 1 Long White Folder

by Caroline I. Vecilles

CatSU announces its 
admission application for SY 
2023-2024

CatSU employee chosen to attend BicolanoYoung Leaders Congress 2022

The BYLC will 
be an exciting 

opportunity to meet 
other youth leaders 
in the Bicol Region 
and collaborate to 

meaningful projects 
in the near future..
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After earning praises from the academe, the CatSU Debate Society plans to hold the Sarimagyo Debate Tournament 
annually every first semester of the school year.

This proposal was disclosed by Francine Mae Tayo, Chancellor of CatSU Debate Society and one of the lead proponents 
of the tournament.

According to Tayo, she was thrilled by the words of gratitude after every staging, especially the debaters, who were very 
thankful because they found passion and experience debating on stage.

“Debating will always be a thrilling yet enjoyable experience that anyone will look forward to once they try speaking 
at the podium. There will always be a desire to return, do better, and be better. That’s almost exactly what everyone who 
participated told me,” Tayo said.

SARIMAGYO DEBATE TOURNAMENT 2022

The proposal of having the debate tournament 
took place in November 9, 2022, with the aim to 
introduce the art and purpose of debating that goes 
beyond the facade of argumentation and opposing 
standpoints and create an academic forum to 
exchange relevant solutions to society’s problems at 
the provincial, national and international levels.    

Ten days after, the CatSU Debate Society staged 
the elimination round on November 19, 2022 at Virac 
Town Center (VTC) Victor Hall.

“Six teams took part in the competition, and the 
winning teams progressed to the semi-finals along with 
a seventh team that had already advanced due to 
the forfeiture of its opponent team. The adjudication 
core consists of Doc. Maria Edna Rubio Iñigo, Doc. 
Aida Ortega Alcantara Dianela, Mr. Prince Lim Subion, 
and Atty. Michael Eric Soriano Onquit as the Chief 
Adjudicator,” Tayo shared. 

The teams that advanced in the semi-final round were Team D’Conquerors compose of John Florence Tugay, Ara Isabel 
Aballa, Ronalie Sumabat and Shiela Mae Taupa; Team Take De Bait of Arjim G. Ruiz, Crystal Jayden Taperla, Wilson T. Cabrera 
Jr., and Louela Reyes; Team Wisdom Diggers of Reden T. Uchi, Erika Rose T. Cabrera, Herlven Devine V. Tabo, and Rose Ann E. 
Manlangit. 

 
Advancing also in the semis was Team 

Callidus of Kyle Robles, Miguel Urbano
Kyla Monique De Lara, and Paola Alvarez 

who were the first to advanced in the 
round. 

“The semi-final round was held on 
November 23, 2022, in the same venue. The 
first match was won by Team D’Conquerors 
over Team Take De Bait. In the second 
match between Team Wisdom Diggers and 
Team Callidus, Team Wisdom Diggers got 
the spot for the grand finals to compete 
with Team D’Conquerors. The adjudication 
core for the semi-final round consists of 
Doc. Maria Edna Rubio Iñigo, Atty. Michael 
Angelo Marquez, and Atty. Gilbert T. Suarez,” 
Tayo said.  

In the finals, team Wisdom Diggers 
emerged as champion after outwitting the 
team D’Conquerors in the proposition “Let it 
be resolved that the price of rice per kilo be 
lowered to twenty pesos.” 

Reden T. Uchi and Herlven Divine Tabo won the best debater and best speaker award, respectively and their team 
bagged the winner-take-all prize of P50,000.00 and the champion trophy. 

The panel of adjudicators were Atty. Michael Eric Soriano Onquit, Atty. Gilbert T. Suarez , Atty. Gregorio Sarmiento Jr., Atty. 
Michael Angelo Marquez, Doc. Maria Edna Rubio Iñigo , Doc., Aida Ortega Alcantara Dianela , Prof. Ian V. Aranel, and Pros. 
Carlo T. Valeza as the Chief Adjudicator. 

“I believe that debating is an activity that the youth should participate in. It is at this stage that the youth should be more 
critical and involved in all of the society’s pressing issues,” Tayo concluded.   

CatSU Debate Society to stage ‘Sarimagyo’ Debate Tournament annually  
by Francis John B. Templonuevo
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Catanduanes State University SUC 
President III Dr. Patrick Alain T. Azanza 
will receive Hero of the Year award from 
Gawad Filipino this coming December 
27, 2022 at Novotel Hotel in Araneta 
Center, Cubao, Quezon City.

“As an academic leader 
promoting democratic access to 
quality education, he established 
2 satellite learning centers at the 
height of COVID-19 pandemic and 
distributed free computer tablets and 
internet loads to poor students in 
the countryside,” the Gawad Pilipino 
organization cited on Dr. Azanza’s 
qualification and merit.

Since the start of his presidency at 
CatSU a year ago, Dr. Azanza initiated 
campaigns to help the poor but 
deserving students to have access in 
the online world by giving cellphone 
loads and tablets. More than 1000 
students already received tablets and 
almost 5000 students received regular 
loads.

In the award given to “Natatanging 
Pilipino sa Iba’t Ibang Larangan,” 
Dr. Azanza will be joined by fellow 
Catandunganon Hon. Jose “Bong” 
Teves, Jr. of the TGP Partylist, and Prof. 
John Cyrus B. Francis, Director of Student 
Support Services of CatSU.

Other notable awardees are Senator 
Christopher Lawrence “Bong” Go, 
the maestro, Ryan Cayabyab and 
celebrities like Bela Padilla, Angel Locsin, 
Matteo Guidicelli, Maine Mendoza, and 
Vice Ganda.

“Humbled to be recognized by 
Gawad Pilipino along with these well-
known public servants and socio-civic 
workers of the nation,” Dr. Azanza shared 
in his Facebook account.

by Francis John B. Templonuevo

CatSU prexy to receive 2022 Hero of the Year award from Gawad Pilipino
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The proposals were classified according to nature and specialization, and faculty experts/researchers from the Technical 
Evaluation Committee reviewed each proposal. Each sub-groups were selected based on the expertise needed to evaluate 
the soundness of the study. The TEC scrutinized particularly the Statement of the Problems/Objectives, scope, design, 
methodology, budgetary requirements, duration, FTE units, and research instrument. 

 
Based on nature, 10 proposals belong to the non-S&T (Science and Technology) category while 15 belong to the S&T 

category. Moreover, the number of proposals based on specialization were: Education - 4, Social Science and Humanities 
-5, Business and Economics -1, Natural Sciences/Agriculture - 5, Health and Nutrition Sciences - 2, and Engineering and 
Technology-7. 

 
After all approved studies were revised, the RDS recommends the proposals to the University Research and Extension 

Council (UREC), the final Body to approve the studies for contract, which are expected to be implemented on 2nd semester, 
2022-2023.

To encourage more 
researchers and meet the 
targets set for CY 2023, a Special 
Presentation of Research 
Proposals and TEC review 
was scheduled. A total of 11 
new research proposals were 
presented and evaluated by 
their respective panel of experts 
from the TEC. The number of new 
proposals under each category 
were: Education (3), Social 
Science and Humanities (2), 
Engineering and Technology (3), 
and Health and Nutrition (3). 

All proposals are expected 
to be revised according to the 
comments and suggestions by 
the TEC, and submitted to RDS for 
re-checking and endorsement to 
the UREC.

Research and Development Services (RDS) Updates 

TEC evaluates twenty-five (25) research proposals presented last 
November 16, 2022, at the RDS Prime Building.

Presentation of Research Proposals and TEC review resumes on 
November 29, 2022 at the RDS PRIME Building. 

(From Catanduanes State University Research and Development Services Page)
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Born from the President’s love of agriculture, the 4-hectare vegetable and flower farm with Known-You-Seeds; and the high-
tech indoor three-in-one hydroponics, aquaponics and aeroponics with solar power will launch the what would be known as 
the Smart Agriculture in the University.

On October 21, 2022, just in time of the CatSU Charter Day celebration, the CatSU Flower Farm was launched and has 
been opened to the public; one that will also serve as a spot for agricultural/flower propagation demo areas for edu-tourism.

The CatSU Flower Farm is a part of the now approved Knowledge, Innovations, Science and Technology (KIST) Park by 
the Philippine Economic Zone Authority (PEZA).  It is located across the Risen Christ Chapel and is previously the rice field of 
CatSU along the main highway across the airport.

It has gone through planning stage and with the help of the Known-You Seed Co., Ltd., a professional seed company in 
Taiwan, engaging in breeding, production, and marketing of F1 hybrid vegetable and flower varieties for more than 40 years, 
the green hands of our farmers from the College of Agriculture were able to plant the seeds and quickly grew different breed 
of flowers.

It includes the very popular Celosia, Sunflower, Globe Amaranth, Cosmos, Cockscomb, Zenia and Petunia. It also features 
the very remarkable handcrafting of the CatSU 1961 arrangement of planted flowers to showcase the roots of the university’s 
foundation.

At first, it was a trial and error experiment on the part of the CAF staff, checking how these flowers, mostly of the breed are 
popular in other countries, would also adapt to the island’s kind of soil. But growing flowers is indeed a kind of art where we as 
human beings would be taught to understand those full life cycles, how they will play with other creatures, whether insects or 
animals, including human beings, is really important.

The CatSU flower garden is such a delight to see. In no time at all, it has been a spot for everybody for different occasions 
of photo shoot and pictorials, from the students, to the employees and everyone from all walks of life. Its beauty is such a 
natural attraction and day by day when one passes by, definitely serves as an inspiration – indeed, CatSU’s Flower Power.

CatSU Flower Garden: The University’s Flower power
by Caroline I. Vecilles
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The HERALD is the official publication 
of Catanduanes State University 
which is produced by Corporate 
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